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How does the American government, the 

most powerful government on the globe, the 
world’s hegemon, sit by and allow this to hap-
pen. How can we continue to tell Mark and 
Rhoda Berenson ‘‘We’re sorry, but there is 
nothing the United States of America can do 
to help free your daughter.’’ 

I cannot express in words, the pain I would 
feel if my child was being held illegally, health 
deteriorating. All of us in this chamber should 
try to imagine for just a moment the pain that 
is felt each and every day by the Berensons. 
We must then turn that sadness into a collec-
tive cry for action on the part of the adminis-
tration. United States citizens must not be 
treated in such a barbaric manner. 

I call on the President to act decisively. To 
use the vast resources of this great nation and 
demand Lori Berenson’s release. 
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TAI KAI ATLANTA 2000 

HON. BOB BARR 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2000 

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, on Au-
gust 18, 2000 a gathering will take place in At-
lanta, Georgia of teachers and students of the 
traditional Japanese martial art of Ninjutsu. 
The International Bujinkan Tai Kai, as the 
gathering is called, will host visitors from every 
corner of the globe. They will be in Georgia to 
train under the guidance of Dr. Masaaki 
Hatsumi, the Grandmaster of Ninjutsu. Dr. 
Hatsumi is the 34th Grandmaster of Ninjutsu, 
is the founder of the Bujinkan Dojo, and is 
considered a national treasure by the Japa-
nese government. Bujinkan, which means ‘‘Di-
vine Warrior Hall,’’ was named in honor of his 
teacher, Toshitsugu Takamatsu. 

I am extremely pleased Dr. Hatsumi has 
chosen Atlanta, Georgia as the host city for 
International Bujinkan Tai Kai 2000. It is my 
sincere hope each participant will benefit from 
the principles of discipline, self respect, and 
respect for fellow man, at the heart of 
Bujinkan. 

I submit the following for the RECORD. 
TAI KAI, 

ATLANTA 2000, 
July 1, 2000. 

Re: Request for Proclamation or Special Let-
ter of Welcome 
Congressman BOB BARR, 
c/o Slade Gulledge, Marietta Congressional Of-

fice, Marietta, GA. 
DEAR MR. GULLEDGE: With regard to a con-

versation you had with a member of my 
staff, Sean Gerety, and later an e-mail, I am 
requesting a Proclamation from Bob Barr to 
Dr. Masaaki Hatsumi. Atlanta has been se-
lected as the site of the International 
Bujinkan Tai Kai by Dr. Masaaki Hatsumi, 
the 24th generation grandmaster of the 
Bujinkan system. Dr. Hatsumi is the only 
grandmaster of the traditional Japanese 
martial art of ninjutsu, and consequently his 
selection of Atlanta for the Tai Kai con-
stitutes an important event. 

The Bujinkan Atlanta Dojo, America’s 
original school of Japan’s oldest martial art 
will be sponsoring the Tai Kai for the fifth 
time. Bud Malmstrom is the owner and 11 de-
gree Black Belt instructor of this school. He 

began his training over 22 years ago. Bud’s 
wife Bonnie, 9th degree Black Belt instructor 
has been the organizer of all five Tai Kai 
conventions. She was the first non-oriental 
and the third woman only in the would to 
pass the fifth degree black belt test. 

Hatsumi’s last visit to Atlanta was during 
the Olympic year, 1996. He decided in 1996 
that he would like to revisit the fair and 
beautiful city of Atlanta for the Millennium 
2000 American Tai Kai training celebration. 
August 18th 600 ninja scholars and enthu-
siasts from every corner of the world will 
convene in the Grand Ballroom of the OMNI 
Hotel at CNN Center to begin a four day 
training event with the grandmaster of 
ninjutsu. Ninjutsu simply stated; the skill of 
the ninja is the art of winning . . . ‘‘attain-
ing that which we need while making the 
world a better place in which to live.’’ 

Please see the information included and 
provide us with a Proclamation if at all pos-
sible. We will have an opening reception Au-
gust 18th and plan to bestow this to Dr. 
Hatsumi as a gesture of welcome. If there is 
anyone from your office who could present 
this award to Dr. Hatsumi, it would be won-
derful. Please let me know where and when 
we can pick up the proclamation. Thanking 
you sincerely, 

With warmest regards, 
BONNIE G. MALMSTROM, 

Secretary/Treasurer. 
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NICO FERRARO: 2000 LABOR LEAD-
ER OF THE YEAR OF THE SAN 
DIEGO COUNTY BUILDING AND 
CONSTRUCTION TRADES COUN-
CIL, ALF–CIO 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2000 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Nico Ferraro, business manager of 
the Plumbers & Pipefitters, Local 230, as he is 
honored by the San Diego County Building 
and Construction Trades Council, AFL–CIO at 
the Eighteenth Annual John S. Lyons Memo-
rial Banquet. 

Nico Ferraro is being honored as the 2000 
Labor Leader of the Year because he is an 
active labor leader who has gained a reputa-
tion for getting things done. His activism 
caught the attention of Local 230, and he was 
elected to the executive board in 1989. In 
1992, he was elected pipefitter business rep-
resentative and served in that capacity until 
his appointment as business manager in 1997. 

As business manager of Local 230, he rep-
resents the 1600 member local union in many 
ways. He is a trustee to the pension and 
health and welfare funds, the secretary to the 
Joint Apprenticeship Committee, delegate to 
the District Council, and executive board 
member to the Building Trades and the Cen-
tral Labor Council. He serves on a statewide 
committee for the International Union and is 
also a hearing officer for the International 
Union. He is a management trustee for the 
OPEIU pension. 

Nico is dedicated to improving the wages, 
pension, and working conditions of his mem-
bership and demonstrating to all of San Diego 
the benefits of union membership. He has 
spoken before the Industrial Welfare Commis-

sion, the California Apprenticeship Council, to 
church groups and to community college stu-
dents on the benefits of being a union mem-
ber. 

He is involved in all aspects of the labor 
movement. A number of his pro-union letters 
to the editor have been published in San 
Diego newspapers. He co-chairs the Labor 
Council Street Heat Committee. He raises 
money for Local 230’s scholarship fund. Re-
cently, he was appointed to the Industrial Wel-
fare Commission Wage Board where he will 
be asked to determine the wages, work hours, 
and working conditions for the mining, drilling, 
and construction industries. 

Nico’s dad, uncles, brothers and neighbors 
in New York City were union members. He 
learned at an early age the value of union 
membership. He served a five-year steamfitter 
apprenticeship with one of the original United 
Autoworkers locals, Local 638. From the 
minute he was initiated into the union, he 
knew it was for him! A highlight was his work 
on the 110 story World Trade Center twin tow-
ers building in New York. 

Nico has been married for the past fourteen 
years to his wife Lynn, who is a member of 
the California Teachers Association. 

As a friend and supporter of the working 
man and woman, I want to sincerely congratu-
late Nico Ferraro on receiving this prestigious 
award for his long hours and intensive work in 
the cause of justice. It is an honor to know 
him and to support his work! 
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SECTION 907 OF THE FOREIGN 
ASSISTANCE ACT 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2000 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, today I 
stress the importance of retaining Section 907 
of the Foreign Assistance Act in the Foreign 
Operations Bill. 

For more than 10 years Azerbaijan has cut 
off the transportation of food, fuel and medi-
cine from the United States and the United 
Nations to our ally Armenia. Armenia and its 
neighbor, Nagorno-Karabagh are both land-
locked, and these blockades are virtually iso-
lating them from the rest of the world. 

Section 907 prohibits United States aid to 
Azerbaijan and constitutes a focused, appro-
priate message to the government of Azer-
baijan that the United States won’t support ef-
forts to marginalize, via blockade, entire popu-
lations of neighboring states. 

Section 907 must remain in place until the 
President of Azerbaijan confirms that country 
is taking steps to cease blockades and offen-
sive uses of force against Armenia and 
Nagorno-Karabagh. 

I encourage my colleagues to support Sec-
tion 907 in the Foreign Operations bill. 
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